10 May 2026

DID YOU KNOW?

# r’. .. The Diocese of Fresno joins dioceses
S . across the country to offer weskend

§ ) healing retreats for anyone mourning the
b / 1"‘ * loss of a child by abortion,

7T~ “There Is hope after abortion. It's
commaon but often unspoken — to grieve the loss of a
child by aborfion. It may seem that nothing can fill the
emplinoss of ona's heart. Be assured thal thore is
forgiveness, hope and healing.” *If you or someona you
know is suffering after abortion, confidential, nons-
Judgmental help is available from Project Rachel
Ministry." “In addition to referring for Sacramental
Reconciliation, the ministry provides an integrated
network of services, including pastoral counssling,
support groups, retreats and refemrals to licensed mental
health professionals. It is open to all ...
people of all faiths or no faith.”

—USCCE Topics: Project Rachel Ministry
(emphasis added)

In Fresno, Project Rachel is called
“Rachel’s Vineyard". For more information
about Rachel's Vineyard, please visit:
hitps:/idioceseocffresno.orgrachels-
vineyard or http2fuscch orgftopics/project-
rachel-ministry

17 May 2026

DID YOU KNOW?
The bishops of the United States mvite us

C i'"‘_-:,_ - o ecological conversion through
DNy F‘ ; “solidarity, local discemment, and action”.
-'-rj “[Als Pope Francis wrote in Laudato sic

ULl "The extemal deserts in the world are
growing, because the internal desers have become o
vast” For this reason, the ecological crisis s also a
summons to profound interior conversion’ (na. 217).

Indifference and distance from one another have led to
devastating consequences for God's creation,
including the poor. .

Our world is hurtling toward unsustainable cimate
conditions that will affect the fourishing of people all over
the planet. This unsustainable situation is, in part,
caused by ever-increasing consumption enabled by the
ability to accumulate with a simple click of the button,
and incessant marketing to convince us that we all need
more.

Al the same fime, our country is stepping back from
global and national efforts to change coursa. Progress to
slow climate change remains elusive, even while
instances of extrame weathar, wildfires, droughts, and
floods are now common. Receiving the brunt of the
burden are people seeking refuge from disasters,
farmers struggling to adapt to ematic weather paltemns,
children suffering from dehydration and hunger,
migrants who flee their homes due fo loss of livelihood,
and species declining in forests and coral reefs. Never
has it been clearer that everything is interconnected. .
‘Wihithout climale justice there is no peace, without
ecological conversion there is no future, without iskening
Io the people there are no real solutions.™

—USCCRE, An Invitation to Ecological Conversion for
U.5. Catholics, 2026

The bishops encourage us to advocate for laws that
protect the environment and workers, and personally
support companies that prioritize the environment and
use renewable energy in our homes

To read the bishops’ entire exhortation to
ecological conversion, please visit hilps //
www . uscch orgiresourcesfinvitation-
ecological-conversion-us-catholics

24 May 2026 —>

DID YOU KNOW?

The bishops of the United States support
5 = ', birthnight citizenship, which provides that
i b " ° all peopie bom in e Unied States ane
s _i'h'_' ¢ citizens of this country, a5 guaranteed by
___stsc i@ Fourteenin Amendment 1o e U_S.
T Constilution. Earlier this year, the bishops
joined the Cathaolic Legal Immigration Metwork Inc. to file
a “friend of the court” bref with the U S Supreme Court

in the case of Trump v Barbara:

“Not only is the principle of birthright citizenship woven
into our Malion's history and Weslemn tradition, bul il is
aks 0 consistant with Catholic teaching. Birthright
citizenship aligns with the Church’s teaching thal
humans were created as social beings and that political
authority is morally bound to affirm and protect the
inherent dignity of every human person n the
community. ... Executive Order 14,160 (the ‘Executve
Crder’) purponts 1o deny cizenship o chiidren whose
maolther is ‘unlawlully presenl’ or has "lem porary’ slalus,
and whose father is nol a U.S. cilizen or lawiul
permanent resident. ... The intended and unintended
effects of the Execulive Order are immoral and
contrary to the Catholic Church's fundamental
beliefs and teachings regarding the Ife and digniy of
human persong, the reatment of vuinerable people—
particularly migrants and children—and family unity. ..

The Conference is saddened by the ‘cimate of fear and
anxiety' and the ‘vilification of immigrants” that is all foo
comman in the rhetonc conceming mmigration policy
Thankfully, obstacles and prejudices over past
generatigns have not prevented those generations of
immigrants from making enormous contributions o the
developrment of our greal nalion.” —USCCE, Amicus
Curiae Brief, Trump v Barbara (emphasis added)

Bref, please see: NN www USCCD orgd
[ES0UICEs/26
7 g rapdl




19 April 2026
DID YOU KNOW?
- r_,_ Pope Leo XIV regularly posts on X/
L . - Twitter, encouraging us to follow Catholic
v g

: S \* * Social Teaching, including supporting

X 1"\. ¢ peace-making dialogue and the equitable
ceac  distribution of wealth. Please consider
“Yw joining CEAC to help our parish live the
fullness of our Faith!

“Absurd and inhuman violence is spreading ferociously
through the sacred places of the Christian East, profaned
by the blasphemy of war and the brutality of
business, with no regard for people’s lives, which are
congiderad at most collateral damage of self-interast. But
no gain can be worth the life of the weakest, children, or
families. No cause can justify the shedding of innocent
blood.” —Pope Leo XIV (6:05 AM - Apr 10, 2026,
emphasis added)

"Hundreds of millions of people throughout the world
are immersed in extreme poverty. Yet, dispropartionate
waalth remains in the hands of a few. It is an unjust
scanario, in the face of which we cannot fail to guestion
ourselves and commit to change things. There is no
lack of resources at the root of disparities, but the nead
to address solvable problems related to a more
equitable distribution of wealth, to be achieved with
moral sense and honasty.” —Popa Leo XIV E
(6:15 AM - Apr 10, 2026, emphasis added)

See Pope Leo's complate XMwitter feed at: IEI
hittps:{x com/Pontifex’

26 April 2026

DID YOU KNOW?
The bishops of the United States and an

i

i ‘-g__ umbrella of Catholic organizations have
La, " ¢ led a 21 year Justice for Immigrants

E -",z ‘h f

Campaign to educate the public about
s the Church's teaching about migration,

PR ' O

““=-  and lo advocalte for “dignified and fair

reforms in mmigration and refugee laws and policies”
Maost racently, it has Bunched the You Arme Nol Alone
Initiative, which states:

“¥ou have in your hands a very greal lask, to
accompany those who need a sign that God never
abandons anyona—naol the smallest, not the poorest, nol
the foreigner, not anyone.’ — Pope Leg XIV

Our Catholic faith teaches that every person is made in
the mage of God and desenves respect, dignity, and
care. While people have the right to build a fulure in their
hemeland, they alsa have the right to migrate when e
al homa becomes unsafe of unsuslainable. In response
fo the growing fear and instability caused by increased
immigration enforcement and the threal of mass
deportations, the Catholic Church has launched the
You Are Mot Alone initiative to assure migrants and thear
famnilies thal the Church stands wilh them, offering
pastoral support and accompaniment during this difficult
lirma™ wilh:

emergency and family support “educating
communities on their legal rights, responding fo
enfercement actions taking place in your community,
or providing support after enforcement has
occurred.”

solidarity through public prayer and witness: “As
threats of Tamily separation, detention, and
depaortation nse, people of faith across the couniry
ara coming tegether to publicly stand with migrant
and refuges communities ”

accompaniment and pastoral care, “‘ministerng to
hose delained and their lamilies navigaling the
immigration system or walking with farmworkers
through practical, pastoral, and spiritual support that
upholds their God-given dignity.” (emphasis added)

For more informalion aboul how lo join
the bishops' efforts, please visit

hitps fjusticeforimmigrants org/you-
are-not-alone’

3 May 2026 —>

DID YOU KNOW?

i"' %G Pope St John Paul |l opposed the
g~ £ d - modem use of the death penalty as part
: of his famous unconditionally pro-life

¢ teaching, and the bishops of the United
4 States have long sought the end of
.. capital punishment as a violent
responsa to violence:

“[Punishment] ought not go to the extreme of executing
the offender except in cases of absolute necessity: in
other words, when it would not be possible otherwise to
defend society. Today however, as a result of steady
improvemeants in the organization of the penal system,
such cases are very rare, if not practically non-
existent.

—Pope St. John Paul ll, The Gospel of Life {(Evangelium
Vitae), 1995

“We hope and pray that this campaign will halp bring an
end to the use of the death penalty. This end may come
through an act of Congress or a definitive court decision;
more likely the death penalty will be abandoned and
wither away through the everyday choices of prosecutors
and legislators, judges and jurors, and ordinary citizens
who make a commitment to respect human life in every
situation. We look forward to the day when our sociaty
chooses not to answer violence with violence.”

—USCCB, A Culture of Life and the Penalty of
Death" (emphasis added)

Learn more about the Church’s pro-life -
teaching about the death penalty at: hitps.// e
www.uscch.org/resources/churchs-anti-
death-panalty-position
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DID YOU KNOW

2" o= |nthe final Lent of his papacy in 2025,
. iﬂ Pope Francis called us to conversion,
W ¢ urging us to show sympathy and
",r h compassion towards migranis,
e recognizing that we all are pilgrims in
il ‘-'-'-"-‘-'-_T"" this life:

“It is hard fo think of the biblical exodus
without also thinking of those of our brothers and sistars
who in our own day are fleeing situalions of misery and
violence in search of a batter life for thamsalves and
their loved ones. A first call o conversion thus comes
from the realization thatl all of us are pilgrims in this life;
each of us is invited to stop and ask how our lives reflact
this fact. Am | really on a joumay, or am | standing =till,
nal moving, either immaobilized by fear and hopelessnass
o reluctant to move out of my comfort zone? Am |
seeking ways o leave behind the occasions of sin and
situations that degrade my dignity? It would ba a good
Lentan exercise for us to compare our daily life with that
of some migrant or foreigner, 1o learn how to
sympathize wilh their expariances
and in this way discover what God is
asking of us so thal we can balter
advance on our journey to the
housa of the Father. This would ba a
good ‘examination of conscience’ for
all of us wayfarars.”

—Pope Francis, 25 February 2025, "Let us journey
togather in hope” (amphasis added)

Sae tha full papal message at bitps./ipress. vatican, va/
content/salastampalenbolletting

pubblico/ 2025/02/25/25022 50 hitmil

l'

5 April 2026

DID YOU KNOW?
r‘,‘: ., The bishops of the Uniled Stales call for
-

: % % laws and personal actions to end the

ST ¢ epidemic of violence”, including stricter

LW A raguiations on the sale and ownership of
crec guns, and safe slorage:

“When tha praservation of life is at issue,
we must respond. Thera are tens of thousands of gun-
related deaths cach year in the United States. A majority
of these deaths are the result of suicide. This epidemic
of violence is prasant in every community and affects
the peopla of God in our dioceses and parishes.

The USCCB has historically supporied common sensa

maasures of gun policy to address the violence,

inecluding:

+ A ban on assault weapons

»  Universal background checks

+«  Afedaral gun trafficking bill

+ Regulations on sales of handguns

« Improved access to mental hoalth care

+ Banning large capacity magazines

»  Sale storage measures

« Exireme risk protective orders

«  An honest assessmeant of vialent
images and expenences in our sociaty.”
—Uniled States Conference of Cathalic Bishops,
“GGun Violenca” (emphasis added)
Sae datails at: https:www.uscch orglgun-violance

12 April 2026 —>

DID YOU KNOW?

" ‘. Pope Leo X1V has repeatedly called for
\‘ — an immeadiate ceasefire in the Middle
: !.- F‘ - East. In the final days of Lent, he decried

_'f the abuse of God's Name in the dafansa

i of warmaking:
= “[Our brothers and sisters around the

world are suffering because of violent conflicts, sparked
by the absurd notion that problems and differences can
be resolved through war. Some even go so far as lo
invoke (God's name in these choicas of death.”
“Thousands of innocent people have besn killed, and
countless others have bean forced to flee thair homes.
| renew my prayerful closeness o all who have lost loved
onas in the attacks, which have struck schools, hospitals
and residential areas.” “God cannot be enlisted by
darkness. Rather, he always comes to bring light, hope
and peace lo humanity, and it is peace thal musl be
sought by those who call upon him." [}t is essential that
aur faith be alert, attentive and prophetic. It should
likewise opan our eyes to the darkness of the world and
bring to others the light of the Gospel through our
commitment o peace, justice and solidarity " “| appeal
to those responsible for this conflict: cease firel May
paths of dialogue be reopenad! Violence can never lead
to the justice, stability and peace for which the people
ara waiting." —Pope Leo XIV
(emphasis added) See the complete
Catholic News Service story from the
USCCB al: hitps:/iwww . uscch org/
nm-'.'s."zﬂﬂu-'qods-name-c:an-never-tna-used a
Justify-absurd-pursuil-war-pops-says
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DID YOU KNOW

The bishops of the United States have joined Pope Leo
XIV to urge the United States, Iran, and other nations
involved to “halt the spiral of violence before it becomes
‘an unbridgeable chasm™ in the Middle East.

“At this critical moment, | invite Catholics and all people
of goodwill to continue our ardent prayers for peace in
the Middle East, for the safety of our troops and the
innocent, that leaders may seek dialogue over
destruction, and pursue the common good over the
tragedy of war. We implore the intercession of our
Blessed Mother, Mary, Queen of Peace, to pray for our
troubled world and for a lasting peace.” —United States
Conference of Catholic Bishops' (USCCB) President,
Archbishop Paul S. Coakley

See the article from the USCCB’s
Office of Public Affairs for more
information: hitps://www.usccb.org/
news/2026/archbishop-coakley-
echoes-pope-leo-xivs-appeal-
renewed-dialogue-amid-rising-
tensions

05k
SCAN ME

22 March 2026 —>

DID YOU KNOW

~"ge_ . The bishops of the United States are
g Q‘ L critically-concerned about current
: o -, R
I + ¥ * statements vilifying immigrants and
' T r.‘ ¢ actlions targeting them in churches,

P hospitals, and schools. They insist that
e we respect the God-given dignity of all
people:

“Catholic teaching recognizes that nations have a right to
control their borders and to enforce valid laws. At the
same time, the Christian faith teaches that every human
person is created in the image of God and has
inherent dignity. The U.S. bishops have been united in
their support for the rights of immigrants and for every
person to be treated with the respect their God-given
dignity demands, regardless of immigration status. In a
special pastoral message on November 12, the U.S.
bishops criticized the vilification of immigrants and
threats against the sanctity of houses of worship and
the special nature of hospitals and schools in the
course of immigration enforcement.”
—United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops' (USCCB) February
17, 2026 Annual Report on the State
of Religious Liberty in the United
States, page 52 (emphasis added)
See the full report at: hitps:/
www.usccb.orglresources/
Annual Report Religious Liberty 2026 pdf




